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Top 10 Birds of the Tour as voted by participants: 
 

1. Great Philippine Eagle 

2. Palawan Peacock-Pheasant 

3. Red-crested Malkoha 

4. Purple Needletail 

5. White-browed Shama 

6. Stripe-headed Rhabdornis 

7. Blue-capped Kingfisher 

8. Blue-breasted Quail 

9. Yellow-breasted Fruit-Dove 

10.  Apo Myna 
 

  
Stripe-headed Rhabdornis and Mount Kitanglad Scenery.     

 

Tour Summary 

 
Located in Southeast Asia, the Republic of the Philippines is an archipelago between the South 

China and Philippine Seas composed of 7,107 islands strewn across a great stretch of tropical 

waters.  The Philippines occupies the unenviable position as the number one most critically at-

risk destination in the world for endemic plants, animals, and birds followed by Madagascar and 

eastern Brazil, respectively.  Having led tours through each of these ecologically devastated 

countries, I can bear witness that nothing compares to the imminent degradation of the 

Philippines.  Because of unregulated logging, a massive farming expansion, and migrating 

lowland populations, this modern disaster has only continued to escalate.   

 

Our tour began in the capital city of Manila on the island of Luzon where we continued through a 

series of plane flights to the elongated island of Palawan off the northeast shore of Borneo.  

Although this island is celebrated for its spectacular diving opportunities among vast coral reefs, 

it also is covered with beautiful landscapes characterized by a central mountain range of 

spectacular limestone cliffs that teem with endemic birds.  Upon our arrival we made our way to 

a stretch of mangroves along the edge of the South China Sea where we watched local fisherman 

collecting their nets inside shallow wooden canoes enhanced by an extended rod on each side for 
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stability while finding hundreds of camouflaged mudskippers lining the edge of the mangrove 

roots.  Here we encountered our first bird of the trip, a cooperative Hooded Pitta followed closely 

by the endemic White-vented Shama.  Continuing to Sabang along the northern coast of the 

island we were overwhelmed with endemics such as the attractive Palawan Tit, excellent perched 

views of Blue-naped Parrot, Lovely Sunbird, several stunning Palawan Flowerpeckers, Sulfur-

bellied Bulbul, Blue Paradise-Flycatcher, and an excellent sighting of the scarce Palawan 

Hornbill.  Outside the rooms of our bungalows along the western coast was a scene of the 

conventional paradise: aqua-marine waters rolling onto vast white sand beaches, coconut trees 

blowing in the breeze, and all this beneath mountain cliffs lined with tropical vegetation.   

 

The next morning we boarded a sea vessel and watched the sun rise across the sea while making 

our way to St. Paul’s National Park nestled inside a crater surrounded by steep limestone cliffs 

containing thick tropical forest teeming with wildlife.  Huge Asian Monitor Lizards over eight 

feet in length scavenged across the trails, agile Long-tailed Macaque Monkeys scampered 

playfully in front of us, and from within the forest we could hear a the megapode species Tabon 

Scrubfowl scratching leaf litter onto its gigantic mound nest of which we eventually obtained 

unobstructed views.  Oriental Dwarf-Kingfishers could be heard dashing from one perch to the 

next as we quietly crept towards the raucous calls of a male Palawan Peacock-Pheasant, certainly 

one of the most beautiful birds of the world.  We were treated with extended remarkably close 

views of this gorgeous species, certainly one of the avian highlights of the tour.  Here we also 

found Pacific Reef-Herons along the shoreline, Palawan Blue-Flycatcher that showed briefly, a 

fantastic Stork-billed Kingfisher feeding, and a single raucous Blue-headed Racquet-tail flying 

through the forest.  Another one of the other jewels of St. Paul’s National Park is an underground 

river that flows for miles until emptying into the turquoise see, and we boarded small canoes 

with torches in hand entering from the lagoon into the dark depths of the cave.  Believed to be 

one of the longest navigable underground rivers in the world, this is a magical experience and we 

able to observe an unbelievable selection of pristine cave formations while enjoying the cool 

underground air.  The sound of roosting bats twittering and the flutter of Palawan Swiftlets, one 

of the only birds in the world that uses echolocation, was the only sound that broke the silence.  

Passing hundreds of perfectly shaped stalactites and stalagmites, we were paddled deeper along 

the river into huge cathedral chambers and between narrow passageways.  Upon our return 

through the cavern, the cave mouth opened up to the turquoise lagoon lined with tropical 

rainforest, a magnificent sight indeed. 

 

The Western Pacific is known for having some of the warmest waters on the planet creating a 

paradise for the growth of spectacular coral reefs.  These reefs have some of the highest marine 

biodiversity in the world, and a few of us enjoyed a refreshing swim in the clear waters off a 

white sandy beach after locating the scarce Malaysian Plover.  From the water we could see over 

the dark haze of extensive coral reefs that support hundreds of brightly decorated fish weaving 

between underwater plants of every shape imaginable including an endless variety of 

trumpetfish, angelfish, wrasse, butterflyfish, and parrotfish.   

 

During our final full day of the main tour on the island of Palawan, we walked through lowland 

forest and grassland of the Iwahig Penal Colony.  Although a prison for a variety of convicted 

felons, this area still holds an impressive wilderness where we were greeted in the morning by 

the calls of the endemic Melodious Babbler and Red-bellied Pitta.  We managed to track down 
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the furtive Ashy-headed Babbler and difficult Palawan Flycatcher in the forest as well as other 

more widespread species such as beautiful Ruddy Kingfisher, a pair of nest-building Black-

naped Monarch, Asian Fairy-Bluebird, and two Common Hill Mynahs which have become very 

scarce on the island due to their popularity in the pet trade.  Later with systematic walking in an 

organized row we managed to flush seven Blue-breasted Quail including several terrific males 

that froze on bare ground not but fifteen feet in front of us!  During an afternoon excursion we 

boarded a small bamboo fishing boat and motored to Raza Island, the last stronghold of the 

Philippine Cockatoo.  Once widespread throughout the nation, this parrot is now on the brink of 

extinction.  We anchored the boat on an exposed coral reef and were able to scope several 

nesting birds perched and flying from exposed perches.   

 

Flying back to the island of Luzon, we weaved our way through the hustle of Manila past the 

crowds and shiny decorated taxi buses called jeepneys to the University town of Los Bancos.  

We first successfully located the smart Indigo-banded Kingfisher along a forested stream 

followed by a sighting of the localized Lowland White-eye.  In the surrounding secondary 

growth we waited diligently until we had all obtained excellent scope views of the beautiful 

Barred and endemic Spotted Buttonquails with a surprise sighting of the often difficult Plain 

Bush-hen.  We finished the day watching both Yellow and Cinnamon Bitterns flying over a 

wetland as well as a confiding Greater Painted-Snipe and several Oriental Pratincole.     

 

The Philippines also has the distinction of hosting its own endemic bird family, the rhabdornises, 

of which there are only three species.  The following day we managed excellent views of several 

of these attractive birds, the Stripe-headed Rhabdornis, which we located feeding in a small 

family group under the canopy of the forest.  Awaking early in the morning to explore the base 

of Mt. Makiling we first located a pair of cooperative Philippine Hawk-Owl before beginning 

our hike up the narrow dirt road ascending the dormant volcano into remnant forest.  Throughout 

the day we managed some spectacular birds including the vocal Black-chinned Fruit-Dove, no 

less than thirteen sightings of the attractive Spotted Wood-Kingfisher, and sunlit views of the 

gorgeous Scale-feather Malkoha.  We listened to the mournful calls of a nearby Luzon Bleeding-

heart before we surrendered our efforts to a stand of fresh coconuts to recover our energy before 

continuing on finding such endemics as Philippine Hawk-Cuckoo, Yellow-bellied Whistler, 

White-eared Brown-Dove, Philippine Pygmy-Woodpecker, both Striped and Bicolored 

Flowerpeckers, and the diminutive Philippine Falconet among many others. 

 

Heading out early the next morning on our long drive northward, we made our way through 

countless villages and endless fields of rice and grain plantations.  With a population already 

over ninety million strong, the Philippines scarily enough is estimated to have the fastest 

population growth in the entire world, and virtually the whole day we did not pass by a single 

indigenous stand of trees!  We did get a chance to break up the drive by visiting the Candabra 

wetlands where we enjoyed the site of more than fifty endemic Philippine Duck as well as more 

widespread species such as White-browed Crake, Island Turtle Dove, Golden-bellied Gerygone, 

Clamorous Reed-Warbler, Barred Rail, and extended scope views of a confiding Black Bittern. 

 

Navigating our way by a rough jeepney ride through the mist into the remaining steep patches of 

stunted forest on the slopes of Mt. Polis in the Cordillera Mountains, we soon began finding 

localized endemics such as Mountain Shrike, Luzon Bush-Warbler, Blue-headed Fantail, the 
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scarce Flame-crowned Flowerpecker, Citrine Canary-Flycatcher, Metallic-winged Sunbird, and a 

fantastic Philippine Serpent-Eagle.  Throughout the day we were surrounded by magnificent 

views of the famous rice terraces of Banaue, extravagantly carved out of the mountains over two 

thousand years ago with only the aid of primitive hand tools.  From our lunch site we enjoyed 

scope views of Luzon Water Redstart later followed by the rarely seen Russet Bush-Warbler 

often split as a Philippine endemic called Benguet Bush-Warbler, crackling views of several 

White-checked Bullfinch, the difficult Luzon Jungle-Flycatcher, and in the afternoon walking 

along a moss-laden forest some of us managed glimpses of the difficult Whiskered Pitta after we 

approached very close to a calling bird.   

 

After working our way through a muddy landslide our journey next found us investigating the 

tropical forest of Subic Bay, one of the few remaining refuges for several scarce Luzon 

endemics.  Our first of several Rufous Coucal and Luzon Hornbill sightings greeted us shortly 

after our arrival followed by the localized Green Racquet-tail, outrageous views of soaring 

Purple Needetail, scope views of White-lored Oriole and Blue-naped Parrot, the elegant 

Whiskered Treeswift, and two pairs of the excellent Sooty Woodpecker.  Here we also found 

literally thousands of Philippine and Golden-crowned Flying Foxes roosting in the forest before 

returning to Manila.   

 

The next morning we boarded a plane bound for Cagayan de Oro on the large southern island of 

Mindanao.  We packed our supplies into local transport and began our journey towards the base 

of Mt. Kitanglad where we first made a concerted detour in search of one of the greatest most 

highly prized birds on earth – the iconic Great Philippine Eagle.   

The national bird of the Philippines, we eagerly started trekking along the southwestern edge of 

Mount Kitanglad ascending through pristine forest to a known active nesting site.  Only our 

breathing could be heard as the tension continued to mount and our expectations becoming ever 

greater after significant scanning without finding the raptor which had apparently left the nest.  

And then it happened - we watched in disbelief as it finally emerged into our view as we peered 

through the trees at the massive eagle perched upright above the bulky nest built high on a thick 

limb more than one hundred feet above the ground.  We all began to rejoice after everyone had 

obtained simply mind-boggling scope views of this bird, a fully grown chick estimated to be 

nearly seven months of age and already actively moving about in preparations for its immanent 

first flight.  The plumage of the bird was immaculate and the scope views were truly 

breathtaking including close inspections of its fantastic lanceolated crest, commanding talons, 

and colossal arched bill.  We were simply ecstatic, and no words could explain our elation after 

such a fantastic experience with this world-class bird of prey.   

 

Passing by long stretches of subsistence farming plots, we then trekked our way up the 

southeastern slope of Mount Kitanglad with our luggage following on pack-horses close behind.  

We found our way to a two-story farmhouse on the mountain that we used a base for several 

nights while we explored the remaining wilderness that covers the mountainside in remnant 

patches.  During our investigations of the mountain utilizing the many local trails we located 

some outstanding birds such as the brilliant scope views of the scarce Blue-capped Wood-

Kingfisher, Cinnamon Ibon, Red-eared Parrotfinch, Gray-hooded Sunbird, a fine Amethyst 

Brown-Dove and the outstanding Yellow-breasted Fruit-Dove perched for scope views, 

McGregor’s Cuckoo-Shrike, Olive-capped Flowerpecker, and the very difficult Goodfellow’s 
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Jungle-Flycatcher.  Even higher on the mountain we encountered several mixed feeding flocks 

which allowed great views of both the localized Apo Sunbird, Black-masked White-eye, and 

unforgettable scope views of the outrageous Apo Myna.  The evenings were equally active and 

after having already heard Mindanao Montane Scops-Owl, Giant Scops-Owl, Philippine 

Frogmouth, Great-eared Nightjar, and Philippine Scops-Owl we waited at twilight managing 

incredible close spot lit views of a rodding Bukidnon Woodcock, a species only described to 

science over the past decade.   

 

Throughout our tour we visited a vast area of the Philippines among each other’s good company, 

enjoyed incredible scenery and habitats, and worked diligently for our exceptional wildlife 

sightings.  In total we amassed a total of more than 100 endemics over a period of thirteen days 

including many very rare, remarkable, and sought-after species.  So it was with a fond farewell 

we set off separate ways concluding an amazing adventure through the nation of the Philippines.                                        

         

 

Palawan Peacock-Pheasant. 

 

Annotated List of Bird Species recorded 

 

Key to Abbreviations: 

E: endemic species found only in the Philippines 

NE: near endemic species found in the Philippines and one or more nearby small islands 

Checklist follows taxonomy treated as a full species in James F. Clements: “Birds of the World. 

A Checklist”.  
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Grebes Podicipedidae 

Little Grebe      Tachybaptus ruficollis 

 

Herons & Bitterns Ardeidae 

Gray Heron       Ardea cinerea 

Purple Heron     Ardea purpurea 

Great Egret      Ardea alba 

Intermediate Egret     Egretta intermedia 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

Chinese Egret     Egretta eulophotes 

Pacific Reef-Heron     Egretta sacra 

Cattle Egret      Bubulcus ibis coromandus 

Striated (Little) Heron    Butorides striata carcinophilus 

Black-crowned Night-Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax 

Yellow Bittern    Ixobrychus sinensis 

Cinnamon Bittern    Ixobrychus cinnamomeus 

Black Bittern     Ixobrychus flavicollis 

 

Ducks & Geese Anatidae 

Philippine Duck (E)     Anas luzonica 

Garganey      Anas querquedula 

 

Osprey Pandionidae 

Osprey      Pandion haliaetus 

 

Eagles & Hawks Accipitridae 

Barred Honey-Buzzard (NE)  Pernis celebensis 

Oriental Honey-Buzzard    Pernis ptilorhynchus 

Brahminy Kite     Haliastur indus intermedius 

Crested Serpent-Eagle    Spilornis cheela 

Philippine Serpent-Eagle (E)   Spilornis holospilus 

Crested Goshawk     Accipiter trivirgatus 

Besra       Accipiter virgatus 

Great Philippine Eagle (E)    Pithecophaga jefferyi 

Philippine Hawk-Eagle (E)    Spizaetus philippensis  

 

Falcons Falconidae 

Philippine Falconet (E)    Microhierax erythrogenys 

Peregrine Falcon     Falco peregrinus 

 

Scrubfowl Megapodiidae 

Tabon Scrubfowl     Megapodius cumingii 

 

Partridges & Quails Phasianidae 

Blue-breasted Quail     Coturnix chinensis lineata 

Red Junglefowl     Gallus gallus philippensis 
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Palawan Peacock-Pheasant (E)   Polyplectron napoleonis 

 

Buttonquails Turnicidae 

Spotted Buttonquail (E)    Turnix ocellata 

Barred Buttonquail     Turnix suscitator 

 

Crakes & Rails Rallidae 

Buff-banded Rail     Gallirallus philippensis philippensis 

Barred Rail      Gallirallus torquatus 

Plain Bush-hen (E)     Amaurornis olivaceus 

White-breasted Waterhen    Amaurornis phoenicurus 

White-browed Crake    Porzana cinerea ocularis 

Watercock      Gallicrex cinerea 

Purple Swamphen     Porphyrio porphyrio 

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

 

Painted-snipe Rostratulidae 

Greater Painted-Snipe    Rostratula benghalensis 

 

Avocets and Stilts Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

 

Pratincoles Glareolidae 

Oriental Pratincole     Glareola maldivarum 

 

Plovers Charadriidae 

Malaysian Plover     Charadrius peronii 

Bukidnon Woodcock (E)    Scolopax bukidnonensis 

 

Sandpipers & Snipes Scolopacidae 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

 

Terns Sternidae 

Whiskered Tern    Chlidonias hybridus 

White-winged Tern     Chlidonias leucopterus 

 

Pigeons & Doves Columbidae 

Rock Pigeon      Columba livia 

Thick-billed Green-Pigeon    Treron curvirostra 

Pompadour Green-Pigeon    Treron pompadora 

White-eared Brown-Dove (E)   Phapitreron leucotis 

Amethyst Brown-Dove (E)    Phapitreron amethystina 

Yellow-breasted Fruit-Dove (E)   Ptilinopus occipitalis 

Black-chinned Fruit-Dove (E)   Ptilinopus leclancheri 

Green Imperial-Pigeon    Ducula aenea 

Pied Imperial-Pigeon    Ducula bicolor 
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Philippine Cuckoo-Dove (E)   Macropygis tenuirostris 

Island Collared-Dove    Streptopelia bitorquata 

Spotted Dove      Streptopelia chinensis tigrina 

Zebra Dove      Geopelia striata striata 

Emerald Dove     Chalcophaps indica indica 

Luzon Bleeding-heart (E)    Gallicolumba luzonica 

Guaiabero (E)     Bolbopsittacus lunulatus 

 

Cockatoos Cacatuidae 

Philippine Cockatoo (E)    Cacatua haematuropygia 

 

Parrots Psittacidae 

Blue-naped Parrot (NE)    Tanygnathus lucionensis  

Blue-headed Racquet-tail (E)   Prioniturus platenae 

Montane (Luzon) Racquet-tail (E)   Prioniturus montanus 

Mindanao Racquet-tail (E)    Prioniturus waterstradti 

Colasisi (Philippine Hanging-Parrot) (E)  Loriculus philippensis 

 

Cuckoos, Malkohas & Coucals Cuculidae 

Philippine Hawk-Cuckoo (E)   Cuculus pectoralis 

Plaintive Cuckoo     Cacomantis merulinus 

Brush Cuckoo     Cacomantis variolosus   

Asian Drongo-Cuckoo    Surniculus lugubris 

Asian Koel      Eudynamus scolopacea 

Scale-feathered Malkoha (E)  Phaenicophaeus cumingi 

Red-crested (Rough-crested) Malkoha (E) Phaenicophaeus superciliosus 

Greater Coucal     Centropus sinensis 

Lesser Coucal     Centropus bengalensis 

Philippine Coucal (E)    Centropus viridis 

Rufous Coucal (E)     Centropus unirufus 

 

Typical Owls Strigidae 

Mindanao Scops-Owl (E)    Otus mirus 

Philippine Scops-Owl (E)    Otus megalotis 

Giant Scops-Owl (Mindanao Eagle-Owl) (E) Mimizuku guerneyi 

Philippine Hawk-Owl (E)    Ninox philippensis 

 

Frogmouths Podargidae 

Philippine Frogmouth (E)    Batrachostomus septimus 

 

Nightjars Caprimulgidae 

Great Eared-Nightjar    Eurostopodus m. macrotis 

Large-tailed Nightjar    Caprimulgus macrurus 

Philippine Nightjar (E)    Caprimulgus manillensis 

 

Swifts Apodidae 
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Island Swiftlet (Uniform Swiftlet)   Aerodramus vanikorensis amelis 

Palawan Swiftlet (E)    Aerodramus palawanensis 

Philippine Swiftlet (E)    Aerodramus mearnsi 

Pale-rumped (Germain’s) Swiftlet   Aerodramus germani 

Glossy Swiftlet     Collocalia esculenta 

Pygmy Swiftlet (E)     Collocalia troglodytes 

Brown-backed Needletail    Hirundapus giganteus 

Purple Needletail     Hirundapus celebensis 

House Swift      Apus nipalensis 

 

Treeswifts Hemiprocnidae 

Whiskered Treeswift    Hemiprocne comata major 

 

Trogons Trogonidae 

Philippine Trogon (E)    Harpactes ardens 

 

Rollers Coraciidae 

Dollarbird      Eurystomus orientalis 

 

Kingfishers Alcedinidae 

Blue-eared Kingfisher    Alcedo meninting 

Indigo-banded Kingfisher (E)   Alcedo cyanopectus 

Rufous-backed (Oriental) Dwarf-Kingfisher Ceyx erithaca motleyi 

Stork-billed Kingfisher    Pelargopsis capensis 

Ruddy Kingfisher     Halcyon coromanda 

White-throated Kingfisher    Halcyon smyrnensis gularis 

Collared Kingfisher     Todirhamphus chloris chloris 

Spotted Kingfisher (E)    Actenoides lindsayi 

Blue-capped Kingfisher (E)    Actenoides hombroni 

 

Bee-eaters Meropidae 

Blue-throated Bee-eater    Merops viridis americanus 

Blue-tailed Bee-eater    Merops philippinus 

 

Hornbills Bucerotidae 

Luzon Tarictic Hornbill (E)   Penelopides manillae 

Mindanao Tarictic Hornbill (E)   Penelopides affinis 

Palawan Hornbill (E)    Anthracoceros marchei 

 

Barbets Capitonidae 

 

Coppersmith Barbet    Megalaima haemacephala 

 

Woodpeckers Picidae 

Philippine Woodpecker (E)    Dendrocopos maculatus 

Sooty Woodpecker (E)    Mulleripicus funebris 
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Great Slaty Woodpecker    Mulleripicus pulverulentus 

White-bellied Woodpecker    Dryocopus javensis 

Greater Flameback     Chrysocolaptes lucidus 

Common Flameback    Dinopium javanense 

 

Pittas Pittidae 

Red-bellied Pitta     Pitta erythrogaster 

Whiskered Pitta (E)     Pitta kochi 

Hooded Pitta      Pitta sordida 

 

Martins & Swallows Hirundinidae 

Barn Swallow     Hirundo rustica 

Pacific Swallow     Hirundo tahitica javanica 

Striated Swallow     Cecropis striolata striolata 

 

Cucooshrikes & Trillers Camperphagidae 

Bar-bellied Cuckoo-shrike    Coracina striata 

Blackish Cuckoo-shrike (E)   Coracina coerulescens 

McGregor’s Cuckoo-shrike (E)   Coracina mcgregori 

Black-and-white Triller (E)    Lalage melanoleuca 

Pied Triller      Lalage nigra nigra 

Fiery Minivet     Pericrocotus igneus 

 

Leafbirds Chloropseidae 

Yellow-throated Leafbird (E)   Chloropsis palawanensis 

 

Ioras Aegithinidae 
Common Iora     Aegithina tiphia aequanimis 

 

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae 

Black-headed Bulbul    Pycnonotus atriceps 

Yellow-vented Bulbul    Pycnonotus goiavier 

Yellow-wattled Bulbul (E)    Pycnonotus urostictus 

Olive-winged Bulbul    Pycnonotus plumosus 

Gray-cheeked Bulbul    Alophoixus bres frater 

Sulphur-bellied Bulbul (E)    Ixos palawanensis 

Philippine Bulbul (E)    Ixos philippinus 

 

Drongos Dicruridae 

Ashy Drongo      Dicrurus leucophaeus 

Balicassiao (E)     Dicrurus balicassius 

Hair-crested Drongo    Dicrurus hottentottus 

Spangled Drongo (E)    Dicrurus bracteatus 

 

Orioles Oriolidae 

Dark-throated Oriole    Oriolus xanthonotus 
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White-lored Oriole (E)    Oriolus albiloris 

Black-naped Oriole     Oriolus chinensis 

 

Fairy-bluebirds Irenidae 

Philippine Fairy-Bluebird (E)   Irena cyanogastra 

Asian Fairy-Bluebird    Irena puella tweeddalei 

 

Crows Corvidae 

Slender-billed Crow     Corvus enca 

Large-billed Crow     Corvus macrorhynchos philippinus 

 

Tits Paridae 

Palawan Tit (E)     Pardaliparus amabilis 

Elegant Tit (E)     Pardaliparus elegans 

 

Nuthatches Sittidae 

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch    Sitta frontalis 

Sulphur-billed Nuthatch (E)   Sitta oenochlamys 

 

Rhabdornis Rhabdornithidae 

Stripe-headed (Stripe-sided) Rhabdornis (E) Rhabdornis mystacalis 

Stripe-breasted Rhabdornis (E)   Rhabdornis inornatus 

 

Babblers Timaliidae 

Ashy-headed Babbler (E)    Malacocincla cinereiceps 

Melodious (Palawan) Babbler (E)   Malacopteron palawanense 

Chestnut-faced Babbler (E)   Stachyris whiteheadi 

Striped Tit-Babbler     Macronous gularis 

Brown Tit-Babbler (E)    Macronous striaticeps 

White-browed Shortwing    Brachypteryx montana 

Oriental Magpie-Robin    Copsychus saularis mindanensis 

White-browed Shama (E)   Copsychus luzoniensis 

White-vented Shama (E)    Copsychus niger 

Luzon Water-Redstart (E)    Rhyacornis bicolor 

Pied Bushchat     Saxicola caprata 

 

Thrushes Turdidae 

Island Thrush     Turdus poliocephalus 

 

Old World Warblers Sylviidae 

Philippine Leaf-Warbler (E)   Phylloscopus olivaceus 

Mountain Leaf-Warbler    Phylloscopus trivirgatus 

Clamorous Reed-Warbler   Acrocephalus stentoreus harterti 

Tawny Grassbird     Megalurus timoriensis 

Striated Grassbird     Megalurus palustris forbesi 

Gray-backed Tailorbird (E)   Orthotomus derbianus 
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Mountain Tailorbird    Orthotomus cucullatus 

Rufous-headed Tailorbird (E)   Orthotomus heterolaemus 

Rufous-tailed Tailorbird    Orthotomus sericeus 

Golden-headed Cisticola    Cisticola exilis semirufus 

Zitting Cisticola     Cisticola juncidis 

Philippine (Luzon) Bush-Warbler (E) Cettia seebohmi 

Russet (Benguet) Bush-Warbler   Bradypterus seebohmi 

Long-tailed Bush-Warbler (E)   Bradypterus caudatus 

 

Flycatchers Muscicapidae 

Island (Mountain) Verditer-Flycatcher Eumyias panayensis 

Rusty-flanked (Luzon) Jungle-Flycatcher (E) Rhinomynas insignis 

Mindanao (Goodfellow’s) Jungle Flycatcher (E) Rhinomynas goodfellowi 

Snowy-browed Flaycatcher    Ficedula hyperythra 

Palawan Flycatcher (E)    Ficedula platenae 

Little Pied Flycatcher    Ficedula westermanni 

Palawan Blue-flycatcher (E)   Cyornis lemprieri 

Citrine Canary-Flycatcher    Culicicapa helianthea 

 

Fantails Rhipidurae 

Pied Fantail      Rhipidura javanica nigritorquis 

Blue-headed Fantail (E)    Rhipidura cyaniceps 

Black-and-cinnamon Fantail (E)   Rhipidura nigrocinnamomea 

 

Monarch Flycatchers Monarchidae 
Blue Paradise-flycatcher (E)   Terpsiphone cyanescens 

Black-naped Monarch    Hypothymis azurea azurea 

 

Whistlers Pachycephalidae 

Green-backed Whistler (E)    Pachycephala albiventris 

Yellow-bellied Whistler (E)    Pachycephala philippinensis 

 

Pipits & Wagtails Motacillidae 

Gray Wagtail     Motacilla cinerea 

Paddyfield (Oriental) Pipit   Anthus rufulus lugubris 

 

Woodswallow Artamidae 

White-breasted Woodswallow   Artamus l. leucorynchus 

 

Shrikes Laniidae 

Long-tailed Shrike     Lanius schach 

Mountain Shrike (E)    Lanius validirostris 

Brown Shrike     Lanius cristatus 

 

Mynas & Starlings Sturnidae 

Short-tailed Glossy Starling   Aplonis minor todayensis 
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Asian Glossy Starling    Aplonis panayensis 

Coleto (NE)      Sarcops calvus. 

Crested Myna     Acridotheres cristatellus 

Apo Myna (E)     Basilornis miranda 

Hill Myna      Gracula religiosa 

 

Flowerpeckers & Sunbirds Nectariniidae 

Plain-throated Sunbird    Anthreptes malacensis 

Copper-throated Sunbird    Leptocoma calcostetha 

Olive-backed Sunbird    Cinnyris jugularis 

Purple-throated Sunbird    Leptocoma sperata 

Gray-hooded Sunbird (E)    Aethopyga primigenius 

Metallic-winged Sunbird (E)   Aethopyga pulcherrima 

Mount Apo Sunbird (E)    Aethopyga boltoni 

Handsome Sunbird (E)    Aethopyga bella 

Lovely Sunbird (E)     Aethopyga shelleyi 

Little Spiderhunter     Arachnothera longirostra 

Palawan Flowerpecker (E)    Prionochilus plateni 

Striped Flowerpecker (E)    Dicaeum aeruginosum 

Olive-capped Flowerpecker (E)   Dicaeum nigrilore 

Flame-crowned Flowerpecker (E)   Dicaeum anthonyi 

Bicolored Flowerpecker (E)   Dicaeum bicolor 

Red-striped (Red-keeled) Flowerpecker (E) Dicaeum australe 

Buzzing (White-bellied) Flowerpecker (E) Dicaeum hypoleucum 

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker   Dicaeum trigonostigma 

Fire-breasted Flowerpecker   Dicaeum ignipectus 

Pygmy Flowerpecker (E)    Dicaeum pygmaeum 

 

White-eyes Zosteropidae 

Lowland White-eye (E)    Zosterops meyeni 

Mountain White-eye    Zosterops montanus 

Black-masked (Mindanao) White-eye (E) Lophozosterops goodfellowi 

Cinnamon Ibon (White-eye) (E)   Hypocryptadius cinnamomeus 

 

Old World Sparrows Ploceidae 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow    Passer montanus 

 

Parrotfinches & Munias Estrilidae 

Red-eared Parrotfinch (E)     Erythrura coloria 

White-bellied Munia     Lonchura leucogastra 

Scaly-breasted Munia (Nutmeg Mannakin) Lonchura punctulata cabanisi 

Chestnut Munia     Lonchura atricapilla 

White-cheeked Bullfinch (E)   Pyrrhula leucogenis 

 

Annotated List of Mammal Species recorded 
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Philippine Flying Fox    Pteropus speciosus 

Golden-crowned Flying Fox   Acerodon jubatus 

Brown Rat      Rattus norvegicus 

Long-tailed Macacque    Macaca fascicularis 

Northern Palawan Tree Squirrel   Sundasciurus juvencus 
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